
 

 

 

Dear Attendee, 

I am delighted to welcome you to the second annual 2015 HPCC Systems Summit Community Day.  It 

interaction and encourage participants to demonstrate the great ways in which each and every one of 
our Community members are contributing towards the progress of our HPCC Systems Big Data 
platform.  

I am excited with the lineup of speakers that we have on our agenda, and I hope that you will enjoy 
listening to them as much as I do. In our fourth year after going open source, our thriving HPCC 
Systems Open Source Community has grown significantly both in size and degree of engagement and 
has already produced a large degree of innovation. We have seen novel uses of the platform both in 
Industry and Academia, and a number of new capabilities added. It is these use cases and research that 
make this Open Source Community so important to the long-term success of the HPCC Systems 
platform.  

Today we gather engineers, professors, data scientists, business and technology professionals to learn 
from each other and to share experiences in teaching, extending and implementing cutting-edge Big 
Data systems using the Open Source HPCC Systems platform. As a key member of our Community, you 
play a very important role in further expanding the HPCC Systems ecosystem and adding to the 
capabilities and strengths of the platform.  

Please take this opportunity to network, brainstorm and have fun. We look forward to your 
participation and thank you in advance for your time. 

  

Flavio Villanustre  
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AGENDA 
 
Tuesday, September 29 
General Session location – Seacrest D, E and F 

  

Time Topic Presenter(s) 
7:00am – 7:45am Registration and Breakfast ������������������� 
7:45am – 8:05am Kick-Off and HPCC Systems Community Progress Flavio Villanustre, LexisNexis 
8:05am – 8:40am How HPCC Systems is Transforming Training David Dasher, CPL Online Ltd 
8:40am –  9:15am New Horizons for HPCC Systems:  

Industrial Wearables and IoT  
Anupam Sengupta,  
GuardHat Technologies, LLC 

9:15am – 9:30am  Break  
9:30am – 10:05am Leveraging HPCC Systems and Logi Info for 

Business Intelligence Applications and Embedded 
Analytics 

Anthony Gil, Logi Analytics 

10:05am – 10:40am HPCC Systems Brings Deeper Customer 
Understanding and More Exact Social Marketing 
Campaign in Haier  

Mike Yang, Infosys Ltd 

10:40am –  11:15am OpenPOWER Acceleration of HPCC Systems Jeffrey (JT) Kellington, IBM &  
Allan Cantle, Nallatech 

11:15am – 11:50am Studies of HPCC Systems from Machine Learning 
Perspectives 

Ying Xie & Pooja Chenna, 
Kennesaw State University 

11:50am – 12:30pm Lunch & Community Recognition Flavio Villanustre & Vijay 
Raghavan, LexisNexis 

12:30pm – 1:00pm OpCodex: Turbo-charging Medical NLP Ahmad Abukhalil, University of 
Florida & Drea Leed, LexisNexis 

1:00pm – 1:30pm High-dimensional Network Estimation using ECL Kshitij Khare & Syed Rahman, 
University of Florida 

1:30pm – 1:55pm Discovery Analytics: Tracking Ebola Spread Jesse Shaw, LexisNexis 
1:55pm – 2:10pm Break  
2:10pm – 2:30pm Analyzing Big Data's Weakest Link  

(Hint: It Might Be You) 
Tim Menzies, NC State University 

2:30pm – 3:15pm Panel Discussion – Grooming Data Scientists for 
Today and for Tomorrow 

Moderator: Jennifer Priestley, 
Kennesaw State University 

3:15pm – 3:40pm Findings from Google Summer of Code (GSoC ) Lorraine Chapman, LexisNexis 
GSoC Organizer 

3:40pm – 4:00pm Wrap Up & Close Flavio Villanustre, LexisNexis 
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SPEAKERS 

 

 

CPL Online Ltd is predominantly an E-Learning based company with primary target market being the hospitality 
sector in the UK. CPL Online has experienced YOY growth of nearly 100% for the past 5 years. Clients include 
Coca-Cola, Heineken, Carlsberg, Spirit, Palmer and Harvey, Stonegate Pub Company, Brains and Marstons. We 
have over 500,000 users and over 3,000,000 courses have been used, each generating 200-5,000 rows of data 
per course. We record every event 
possible, session descriptions including IP, machine types, browser details, time per page, hover time over an 
item and exam time. We also provide a full Learner Management System to store Training Records, Face-to-Face 
Training Schedules, Appraisals, Questionnaires, Message Boards and News Feeds. We have used Big Data to gain 
valuable insights into training patterns, suspicious activity and problem tests and to also help develop career 
pathways for companies that have thousands of employees.   

HPCC Systems does all of our heavy lifting in all of our applications, websites, apps, BI and reporting. Hosted on 
the Microsoft Azure cloud platform and integrating with other Azure services, allows us to provide exceptional 
service and reliability to our customers. We would like to share our journey on how we went from struggling 
with SQL to flourishing with HPCC Systems. 

 
Speaker Bio: 
David Dasher is Managing Director of CPL Online (Formed in 2009), part of the CPL Training Group. CPL Online is 
the leading provider of e-learning courses and online business system solutions to the licensed retail hospitality 
sector in the UK. With over 24  in the IT sector, David has worked extensively in the corporate 
sector developing database, web, app, loyalty card, marketing and management solutions. David not only 
manages his responsibilities as a director, solution architect, decision maker, leader, manager and executor but 
also continues to work as a Big Data engineer for CPL Online. David is a very proud Community Advisory Board 
member for HPCC Systems.  

Presenter:  
David Dasher, Managing Director, CPL Online Ltd 
 
How HPCC Systems is Transforming Training 
 
September 29, 8:05am 
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Over 4,000 U.S. workers die on the job every year and more than 3 million get injured, even though safety is top 
of mind for every CEO. While new wearable technologies are aggressively entering consumer applications (Fitbit, 
Skully, Apple Watch), industrial safety equipment has not seen a fundamental innovation over the last decade. 

���r���t����r�ss�s�t��s��ss�����t���ts��s��rt���r����t����s�st��������r���t��s��������strial wearable that uses 
IoT and wireless communications systems to protect and empower industrial workers. By collecting and 
analyzing sensor-based data, GuardHat blends existing and emerging technologies to prevent safety incidents 
and to intervene more effectively when incidents happen. Beyond safety, the GuardHat open platform can 
deploy additional applications involving real-time access to the front line workforce. In its current hard hat form 
factor, end users include all workers in industries using a hard hat. There are over 13 million workers in relevant 
industries in the U.S., and 150-200 million in the global market. In addition to saving lives, GuardHat can help 
reduce the cost of safety for businesses. Preliminary analyses indicate that up to 20% of severe incidents could 
be prevented by GuardHat. With U.S. businesses incurring over $250 billion in safety related cost per year, this 
translates to a value potential of up to $30-50 billion per year. 

The GuardHat ecosystem includes a comprehensive Big Data software platform that gathers large volumes of 
sensor and M2M data, and analyzes this data stream in real-time using a Complex Event Processing engine to 
detect and act upon potential safety events. The architecture is modular and scalable to address future 
application integrations and flexibility in deployment. Reliability and performance are key, and the dynamic 
nature of the usage scenarios dictates the need for a rapid development toolset, all of which are addressed by 
HPCC Systems.  

Speaker Bio: 
Anupam is a co-founder and the CTO of GuardHat. Previously, Anupam served as the CIO of Severstal North 
America, a subsidiary of OAO Severstal, a global metals and mining company. At Severstal NA, Anupam managed 
over $15 million of IT/technology annual projects and operations, and lead the successful divestiture and new 
integration of the IT assets and systems in September 2014 to AK Steel and Steel Dynamics. 

Anupam joined Severstal from Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), ogy 
consulting firm, where he served as a Senior Consultant in the Banking and Financials practice. Anupam has over 
18 years of extensive and cross-functional experience in Enterprise Information Technology and Consulting. In his 
last role with TCS, Anupam served as the client partner at PNC Bank, the sixth largest retail bank in the U.S., 
where he managed a 900-person team of architects, managers, developers and engineers in an $80 million 
portfolio of systems and IT infrastructure. Anupam has global technology expertise with substantial work 
experience across Europe, Asia and North America. He has worked in the past with American Express, Ameriprise 
Financial, Deutsche Bank and Toyota Financial Services in various technology and management leadership roles. 
He holds an undergraduate degree in Electrical Engineering from the National Institute of Technology in India. 

Presenter:  
Anupam Sengupta, Co-Founder & CTO, GuardHat Technologies, LLC 
 
New Horizons for HPCC Systems: Industrial Wearables and IoT 
 
September 29, 8:40am 
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Businesses today demand that everyone is empowered with the data and analytics to make informed decisions 
and drive operational efficiency. But with the adoption of self-service analytics standing at just 22% of business 
users as reported in a recent study, enterprises must recognize that building data-driven organizations requires 
meeting the diverse needs of all the analytics personas in the organization. 

In this presentation, Anthony will share design paradigms for Business Intelligence Applications that leverage the 
power of HPCC Systems -
business users. He will showcase a variety of Logi Info applications which harness HPCC Systems as a data 
source, provide functional use cases and see how interactive capabilities can be embedded inside existing 
applications in order to drive adoption. At the end of the presentation, he will demonstrate how these 
applications were built with Logi Info Studio developer environment. 

 
Speaker Bio: 
����������������������������’��������������������������������������������������������������� to solve their 
Business Intelligence needs as well as to guide them in solving their end customers’ needs.  Before Logi Analytics, 
he worked for IBM Global Business Services in the Business Analytics and Optimization service line helping 
government entities realize how to use and present their data.  Throughout his career, Anthony has worked 
across many industries including: public sector, healthcare, finance and energy.  He enjoys working with fast 
paced technology companies both big and small, and is active in the Washington, D.C. metro area start-up 
community.  

Anthony graduated from the University of Texas at Austin with a Business Degree in Management Information 
Systems and Supply Chain Management (minor).  He enjoys solving complex problems and streamlining 
processes. 

  

Presenter:  
Anthony Gil, Lead Solutions Engineer, Logi Analytics 
 
Leveraging HPCC Systems and Logi Info for Business Intelligence 
Applications and Embedded Analytics 
 
September 29, 9:30am 
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Infosys is the strategic technology partner for the biggest Chinese white electricity manufacturer, Haier. Infosys 
has helped Haier  + 
strategic roadmap and build more intelligent connections between customers and the company.  HPCC Systems 
has empowered this traditional manufacturing company with data value resulting in 220 million end users, 10+ 
years of customer data, 20+ internal systems and the consolidation of social data and enterprise internal data.  

In this presentation, Mike will share how HPCC Systems has proved full-lifecycle Big Data developing capabilities 
with good productivity from isolated data to marketing campaign predictions. 

 
Speaker Bio: 
Mike Yang, Principle Technology Architect, has worked at Infosys for more than 5 years. Before joining Infosys, he 
served as an IT Director at eBay CDC and as Senior Developing Manager at Google China developing center. 

Presenter:  
Mike Yang, Principle Technology Architect, Infosys Ltd, China 
 
HPCC Systems Brings Deeper Customer Understanding and More 
Exact Social Marketing Campaign in Haier 
 
September 29, 10:05am 
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In recent months, IBM has collaborated with LexisNexis to port the HPCC Systems open source project to the 
POWER8-based ppc64el architecture.  This session will discuss the ongoing collaborative effort to perform the 
initial port and tune the performance of HPCC Systems software on POWER8 Systems.  The session will explain 
how the structure of the HPCC Systems open source code project, combined with the ppc64el architecture 
introduced in Power8, facilitated an initial port that took only a couple of days to perform.  The session will 
discuss the merits of the POWER8 systems platform and how the OpenPOWER ecosystem is enabling IBM and 
OpenPOWER partners, like Nallatech, to innovate together to deliver the highest value to the end customer.  
Depending on the progression of the effort, the session will discuss the innovative hardware acceleration 
techniques planned by Nallatech and IBM to increase cluster performance.   The session will also include 
projected and/or actual performance results of the POWER8-based system versus existing implementations.  

 
Speaker Bios: 
Jeffrey (JT) Kellington is currently the CAPI Enablement Team Lead for IBM OpenPOWER.  He is responsible for 
working with OpenPOWER partners and customers to drive innovation with CAPI-based solutions. Prior to joining 
IBM  in 2002, JT held various pre- and post-silicon CPU verification roles. 

Allan Cantle is the President and Founder of Nallatech and has specialized in the area of FPGA computing for 
over 20 years. After earning his Electrical Engineering degree, Allan had an experience early in his career with 
BAE Systems focused on architecting and building real-time heterogeneous computing used to test defense 
systems. He discovered that the best architecture for these problems were data centric with FPGA technology at 
their core. This discovery led Allan to start Nallatech with this focus.  

  

Presenters:  
Jeffrey (JT) Kellington, IBM and Allan Cantle, Nallatech 
 
OpenPOWER Acceleration of HPCC Systems 
 
September 29, 10:40am 
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The HPCC Systems research team at Kennesaw State University (KSU) has studied HPCC Systems from machine 
learning perspectives. First, we conducted a comparative study of the performances of HPCC Systems and Hadoop on 
a series of machine learning algorithms.  For this purpose, we set up a HPCC Systems cluster and a Hadoop cluster 
with almost identical computing resources on a research cloud platform hosted at KSU.  Then, we tested the 
performance of both HPCC Systems and Hadoop on a series of machine learning algorithms, including Naïve Bayes, K-
Means, Decision Trees, Word Count, Page Rank algorithms and Inverted Index, with different types of data sets.  Our 
comparative studies show that HPCC Systems is much more efficient than Hadoop on those machine learning 
algorithms.  In this presentation, we will describe our cluster settings, machine learning algorithms, different data sets 
and details of experimental results.   

Second, we will demonstrate our study of deep learning on HPCC Systems.  Deep learning has been emerged as a new 
breakthrough in the area of Machine Learning and revitalized the research in Artificial Intelligence (AI).  Deep learning 
techniques have been widely used in image recognition and natural language processing. In this presentation, we will 
show our implementation of an important deep neural network architecture that is called Deep Belief Network in ECL.  
We will further illustrate how to apply our implementation to solve the problem of network intrusion detection based 
on massive data sets on HPCC Systems.  Additionally, we will report our study on how to optimally configure a stacked 
auto encoder, another deep learning architecture, on HPCC Systems for the purpose of both supervised and 
unsupervised learning on different types of data sets.   

Finally, we will discuss our future plans of research on HPCC Systems, which will focus on the construction of a 
comprehensive deep learning engine on HPCC Systems.   This deep learning engine will leverage the superior 
capability of HPCC Systems in distributed computing and bring the power of deep learning to HPCC Systems users in 
order to move their Big Data analytics to a higher level.  

Speaker Bios:   
Dr. Ying Xie is a Professor of Computer Science and the Director of the MSCS program at Kennesaw State University. 
His research interests include deep learning, Big Data, cloud computing, bioinformatics and computational 
�������������� ���� ������ ������������� ���������� ��� �� ������� ����.S. companies and the National Science Foundation 
(NSF). He holds one US patent on biomedical text mining techniques and has additional ���������������������������
inventor. He has been involved in organizing several international conferences and workshops in data mining and 
related areas. Dr. Xie participated on a recent biomedical text mining research project entitled "Hypotheses generation 
��� ����������� ������������������������������������ ������������ ������������ ����������� �������� ��������”�which was 
subsequently published in BMC Genomics. 
 
Pooja Chenna, a current Graduate Student of Computer Science and a Research Assistant at Kennesaw State 
University, has research interests in Big Data and deep learning. She has earned a Bachelor of Technology (with gold 
medal merit) degree in Computer Science from affiliated college of Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University, India, 
in 2010. During the following three years, she was employed as a Senior Systems Engineer with MNC in Hyderabad, 
India.  Pooja has presented her work on papers entitled "Semantic Web" and "Data Mining and Warehousing” at 
different summits.      

Presenters:  
Ying Xie & Pooja Chenna, Kennesaw State University 
 
Studies of HPCC Systems from Machine 
Learning Perspectives 
 
September 29, 11:15am 
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Because so much of a patient's medical history is in free text format, natural language parsing of medical records 
has become a critical component of many medical professions and industries: doctors and nurses evaluating 
patient history, prescription systems checking drug interactions, medical coding and research as well as systems 
to detect medical and malpractice fraud. One problem that these systems encounter is the time and processing 
power needed to parse a large document and extract complex medical information from it.  

Through collaboration between LexisNexis and the University of Florida IPPD program, a mentor and team of 
students addressed this problem by combining the parallel processing power of an HPCC Systems Cluster with 
best-of-breed medical NLP packages to create a solution capable of natural language processing on very large 
amounts of free text. In this session, you will hear how the team approached the problem by taking advantage 

-ins suitable for handling NLP 
applications in a way that can greatly improve performance. 

 
Speaker Bios: 
Ahmad Abukhalil is currently a Software Engineer at American Express in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. Ahmad 
graduated from the University of Florida in May 2015 with a Bachelor degree in Computer Software Engineering. 

fellow students that integrated Natural Language Processing (NLP) tools into the LexisNexis HPCC Systems 
framework. While participating in the IPPD program, he was introduced to the concept of Big Data, which has 
furthered his interest in database technologies and how data can be used to solve complex real-world problems. 
In addition to his main area of interest in databases, he also enjoys working on web and mobile application 
software, specifically those that involve database management systems. 

Drea Leed is a Consulting Software Engineer on the HPCC Integrated Solutions (HIS) Lab team. She is primarily 
responsible for leading development of the HPCC Integrated Plug-In Engine (HIPIE) and integrating it with other 
applications. Drea has also participated in the development of other Big Data tools for the HPCC Systems 
Platform, including search applications, ranking/recommendation engines and Natural Language Processing 
tools. She has been a liaison and advisor to both commercial and academic external HPCC-based projects. Prior 
to joining the HIS Lab team, Drea worked for LexisNexis Special Services Inc., where she was responsible for 
architecting and implementing HPCC-based Big Data solutions for a variety of government agencies. 

Presenters:  
Ahmad Abukhalil, University of Florida &  
Drea Leed, LexisNexis 
 
OpCodex: Turbo-charging Medical NLP 
 
September 29, 12:30pm 
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The availability of high-dimensional data or Big Data has touched almost every field of science and industry. Such 
data, where the number of variables (features) is large and often much higher than the number of samples, is 
now more pervasive than it has ever been. Modern social science datasets contain hundreds or thousands of 
characteristics on individuals and groups. In biomedical applications, it is common to come across datasets with 
thousands of genes and with the number of available samples only in the hundreds or less. Spatial datasets, such 
as climate data, often contain information on thousands of locations observed at only a few hundred time 
points. Discovering meaningful relationships between the variables in such data is one of the major challenges 
that modern day data scientists have to contend with. 

The covariance matrix of the features is the most fundamental quantity that can help us understand the 
complex relationships/network between these variables. A popular and effective strategy for estimating this 
matrix in high-dimensional settings is to assume that the covariance matrix, or its inverse, is sparse, i.e., set all 
the insignificant correlations to be zero, and focus on accurately estimating the significant correlations. The 
resulting models are commonly known as "graphical models" in the statistics/machine learning community. The 
CONCORD algorithm is a state-of-the-art sparse covariance estimation algorithm, which substantially improves 
on preceding methods both in terms of computational efficiency as well as theoretical properties.  

In this presentation, we will discuss the motivation/theory behind CONCORD and its advantages over previous 
methods. In particular, we will discuss how the CONCORD estimate is superior to the empirical covariance 
matrix.  We will end with an example detailing the implementation and use of the CONCORD algorithm in ECL. 
An exposure to multivariate statistics is helpful, but not necessary. Attendees should expect to come out with an 
understanding of sparse covariance estimation, its applications and how to use the CONCORD algorithm in ECL. 

 
Speaker Bios: 
Kshitij Khare is an Associate Professor of Statistics at the University of Florida. He earned his Ph.D. in Statistics 
from Stanford University in 2009. He has a variety of interests, which include covariance/network estimation in 
high-dimensional datasets and Bayesian inference using Markov chain Monte Carlo methods. One of Dr. Khare's 
major research focuses is development of novel statistical methods and algorithms for Big Data or high-
dimensional data.  

Syed Rahman is a Ph.D. student in the Statistics department at the University of Florida working under the 
supervision of Dr. Kshitij Khare. He is interested in high-dimensional covariance estimation.   

Presenters:  
Kshitij Khare & Syed Rahman, University of Florida 
 
High-dimensional Network Estimation Using ECL 
  
September 29, 1:00pm 
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Accelerate the exploratory analytics process to rapidly produce valuable insights when approaching new 
 

(KEL).  KEL enables the creation, organization and extraction of data dimensions with a fraction of the ECL source 
code previously required.  This presentation will explain how the graph analytics KEL features can be used to 
track the spread of Ebola throughout the US.  

 

Speaker Bio: 
Jesse Shaw is a Consulting Software Engineer at LexisNexis Risk Solutions. His responsibilities include leveraging 
the four petabyte core of LexisNexis data assets as well as spearheading Big Data R&D using the LexisNexis 
Public Data Graph.  covers a variety of industries to help customers target fraud, collusion and other 
red flag social indicates. His areas of interest include: digital identity emergence and classification, address and 
neighborhood data aggregation, fraud scheme propagation and fraudster psyche. Prior to his R&D position at 
LexisNexis, Jesse worked in customer integration, product development, data security and privacy compliance.  

Presenter:  
Jesse Shaw, Consulting Software Engineer, LexisNexis 
 
Discovery Analytics: Tracking Ebola Spread  
 
September 29, 1:30pm 
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For Big Data applications, there is a lack of any gold standards for "good analysis" or methods to assess our 
certification programs. Hence, we are still in the dark about whether or not our human analysts are making the 
best use possible of the tools of Big Data. While much progress has been made in the systems aspects of Big 
Data, certain critical human-centered aspects remain an open issue. Regardless of the sophistication of the 
analysis tools and environment, all that architecture can still be used incorrectly by users.  If this issue was 
confined to a small number of inexperienced users, then it could be addressed via process improvements such 
as better training.  But is it? What do we know about our analysts? Where are the studies that mine the people 
doing the data mining? 

This presentation offers some preliminary results on tools that combine ECL with other methods that recognize 
the code generated by experienced or inexperienced developers. While the results are preliminary, they do raise 
the possibility that we can better characterize what it means to be experienced (or inexperienced) at Big Data 
applications. 

 

Speaker Bio: 
Tim Menzies (Ph.D., UNSW, 1995) is a full Professor in CS at North Carolina State University where he teaches 
software engineering and automated software engineering. His research relates to synergies between human 
and artificial intelligence. He is the author of over 230 referred publications and is one of the 100 most cited 
authors in software engineering (http://goo.gl/BnFJs). In his career, Dr. Menzies has been a lead researcher on 
projects for NSF, NIJ, DoD, NASA, USDA, as well as joint research work with private companies. He is an associate 
editor of IEEE Transactions on Software Engineering, Empirical Software Engineering and the Automated 
Software Engineering Journal. In 2015, Dr. Menzies will serve as co-chair for the ICSE'15 NIER track. For more 
information, please see his home page at http://menzies.us. 

  

Presenter:  
Tim Menzies, Professor, North Carolina State University 
 
Analyzing Big Data's Weakest Link (Hint: It Might Be You) 
 
September 29, 2:10pm 
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Panelists: 

                                 

 
 

In this session, we will explore the talent gap for data scientists including the potential causes and what 
academia and the private sector are doing to develop the necessary talent.  Will the skills which are in such 
explosive demand today still be in demand in the future?  This panel of professors and practitioners will engage 
in a conversation about the talent issues facing companies across the country and around the world and what 
they are doing about it. 

 

Moderator Bio: 
Dr. Priestley is a Professor of Applied Statistics and Data Science at Kennesaw State University where she is the 
Director of the Center for Statistics and Analytical Services.  She oversees the Ph.D. Program in Advanced 
Analytics and Data Science and teaches courses in Applied Statistics at the Undergraduate, Masters and Ph.D. 
levels.  In 2012, the SAS Institute recognized Dr. Priestley as the 2012 Distinguished Statistics Professor of the 
Year.  She served as the 2012 and 2015 Co-Chair of the National Analytics Conference. Dr. Priestley has been a 
featured speaker at TAG, SAS Analytics, Big Data Week, Data Science ATL, The Atlanta Chief Data Officer Summit, 
The Atlanta CEO Council and dozens of corporate events addressing issues related to advanced analytics and the 
challenges and opportunities of Big Data. She has authored dozens of articles on Binary Classification, Risk 
Modeling, Sampling and Applications of Statistical Methodologies for Problem Solving as well as several textbook 
manuals for Excel, SPSS, SAS and Minitab.   

Moderator:  
Jennifer Lewis Priestley, Kennesaw State University 
 
Grooming Data Scientists for Today and for Tomorrow 
 
September 29, 2:30pm 
 

Jeffrey Feinstein 
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Prior to receiving a Ph.D. in Statistics, Dr. Priestley worked in the Financial Services industry for 11 years.  Her 
positions included Vice President of Business Development for VISA EU in London where she was responsible for 
developing the consumer credit markets for Irish and Scottish banks.  She also worked for MasterCard 
International as a Vice President for Business Development where she was responsible for banking relationships 
in the Southeastern US.  She has also held positions with AT&T Universal Card and Andersen Consulting. Dr. 
Priestley earned a MBA from The Pennsylvania State University, where she was President of the graduate 
student body, and a B.S. from Georgia Tech.  She also earned a certification from the ABA Bankcard School in 
Norman, OK, a certification in Base SAS Programming, and a Business Analyst certification from the SAS Institute.   

 

Panelist Bios: 
Jeffrey Feinstein, PhD is Senior Director of Analytic Strategy and is responsible for developing the LexisNexis® 

Risk Score. He also leads innovation efforts to bring new analytic solutions and content to the 
market by leveraging LexisNexis data. Before joining LexisNexis in 2010, Jeffrey developed expertise in credit data 
and scoring during his 14-year tenure at FICO. He was a lead developer for FICO Score and other credit bureau-
based scores. He also led the research team that brought the alternative data-driven FICO Expansion Score to 
market. He has received three U.S. Patents for his innovations in credit modeling. Jeffrey holds an undergraduate 
degree from SUNY Buffalo and a Ph.D. from Ohio State in Experimental Psychology and Applied Statistics. 

 

Tim Menzies (Ph.D., UNSW, 1995) is a full Professor in CS at North Carolina State University where he teaches 
software engineering and automated software engineering. His research relates to synergies between human 
and artificial intelligence. He is the author of over 230 referred publications and is one of the 100 most cited 
authors in software engineering (http://goo.gl/BnFJs). In his career, Dr. Menzies has been a lead researcher on 
projects for NSF, NIJ, DoD, NASA, USDA, as well as joint research work with private companies. He is an associate 
editor of IEEE Transactions on Software Engineering, Empirical Software Engineering and the Automated 
Software Engineering Journal. In 2015, Dr. Menzies will serve as co-chair for the ICSE'15 NIER track. For more 
information, please see his home page at http://menzies.us. 

 

Sridhar Narasimhan is Co-Director, Business Analytics Center (BAC) and Professor of IT Management, Scheller 
College of Business. Professor Narasimhan is the founder and first Area Coordinator of the nationally-ranked 
Information Technology Management area. In fall 2010, he served as the Acting Dean and led the College in its 
successful AACSB Maintenance of Accreditation effort. He served as Senior Associate Dean from 2007 through 

-2007. Professor 
Narasimhan was Co-PI on a grant of over $650,000 in funding (2010-14) to study the FACE project for the U.S. 
Navy. Together with Professor Saby Mitra, he developed the IT Management Partnership program. He has led 
various task forces that have revamped the degree programs in the Scheller College of Business. He has 
developed and has taught the MBA IT Practicum course since 2003 and worked with executives to offer projects 
from organizations that include: AT&T, Bank of America, Coca-Cola, Coca-Cola Enterprises, InterContinental 
Hotels, Southern Company, Iron Planet, Microsoft, NCR, HD Supply and Dell SecureWorks. 
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Jo Prichard, Senior Architect, has responsibilities for the core HPCC Systems platform technology at LexisNexis 
and spearheads large-scale graph analytics projects working with Big Data for various industries.  His work helps 
customers target fraud, collusion and other red flag indicates. Previously, Mr. Prichard worked for Topspeed 
Software R&D in London. 

 

Murray Webb is a Data Scientist within the core data science team at IgnitionOne, a software company 
operating within the advertising space. IgnitionOne supports an integrated search, display, email, mobile and 
social platform that provides self-service access to users and clients. From these channels, there is a lot of data 
stored from bid-streams, clickstreams, client in-house data and email data. Within the last 5-10 years, the 
business landscape has become incredibly digitalized. It is due to this digital revolution that data warehousing 
systems and analytical technologies have matured into scalable systems that require a skillset that some believe 

is in effort to build products out of data 
that was previously too large and contained too much variance to make business sense of. After graduating from 
Kennesaw State University Masters of Applied Statistics program, Murray worked as a Data Scientist at Comcast 
in Philadelphia on their audience insig
midtown office. 
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HPCC Systems served as a mentoring organization for the first time during Google Summer of Code (GSoC) in 
2015. In this session, attendees will hear an overview of the program, our involvement and learn about the 
projects and contributions from our GSoC students. 

 

Speaker Bio: 
Lorraine Chapman has been part of the HPCC Systems team for over 11 years working as an end user tester and 
release manager for the team. In this role, Lorraine also manages communication between the development 
team and users concerning release milestones, features and issue management. This year, Lorraine managed the 
HPCC Systems application to be an accepted organization for Google Summer of Code (GSoC) and has managed 
the administration of this program throughout the summer. You can read her blogs about HPCC Systems releases 
and GSoC at http://hpccsystems.com. She also maintains the RedBook and other Wikis related to the use of HPCC 
Systems. 

  

Presenter:  
Lorraine Chapman, Business Analyst, LexisNexis 
 
Findings from Google Summer of Code (GSoC) 
 
September 29, 3:15pm 
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Dr. Flavio Villanustre leads HPCC Systems and is Vice President, Technology for LexisNexis Risk Solutions. In this 
position, he is responsible for Information and Physical Security, overall platform strategy and new product 
development. Dr. Villanustre is also involved in a number of projects involving Big Data integration, analytics and 
Business Intelligence. Previously, Dr. Villanustre was Director of Infrastructure for Seisint. 

Prior to 2001, Flavio served in a variety of roles at different companies including Infrastructure, Information 
Security and Information Technology. Over the past 15 years, Dr. Villanustre has been involved with multiple 
initiatives within the open source community including founding the first Linux User Group in Buenos Aires 
(BALUG) in 1994, releasing several pieces of software under different open source licenses and evangelizing open 
source offerings to different audiences through conferences, training and education. Prior to his technology 
career, Dr. Villanustre was a neurosurgeon. 

  

Flavio Villanustre 
LexisNexis 
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USEFUL LINKS 

 

HPCC Systems Website:  http://hpccsystems.com  

Free Online Training: http://learn.lexisnexis.com/hpcc  

Community Forums:  http://hpccsystems.com/bb 

Wiki:  https://wiki.hpccsystems.com/display/hpcc/Home  

Source Code (GitHub):  https://github.com/hpcc-systems  

Issue tracking (JIRA):  https://track.hpccsystems.com  

Recorded Sessions:  http://bit.ly/2015hpccsummit   

 

CONTACTS 

 
Trish McCall 
Director, HPCC Systems Programs 
LexisNexis 
trish.mccall@lexisnexis.com 
(m) 404.915.3429 

 
Jessica Lorti 
Director, Technology Marketing 
LexisNexis 
jessica.lorti@lexisnexis.com 
(m) 678.231.0989 

 


